
The Association for Decentralised Energy will be presenting its annual awards 
at a gala dinner on Thursday 31 October at London’s Guildhall. We would like 
to thank all those who entered this year’s Awards and congratulate everyone 

on their hard work and endeavour in the fields of decentralised energy, district 
heating, energy efficiency and integrated energy over the past twelve months. 

We would like to thank our principal Awards sponsors Veolia for making this 
year’s event possible, and our individual Awards sponsors as shown below.  

We would also like to thank our judges for making some very tough decisions 
with great spirit and enthusiasm.

There are still a few places left at the Awards Dinner on Thursday 31 October. 
Join us by following the links at  

www.theade.co.uk/what-we-do/decentralised-energy-awards

We look forward to seeing you at the Awards Dinner.

Read on to find out more about this year’s  
shortlisted entries...



Industrial Award

This Award recognises projects in an industrial setting. Our judges 
were looking for innovative and creative solutions to problems that 
enable energy users to have greater control or to manage energy 
cost, reliability or carbon content (or all of the above).

The Industrial Award is sponsored by Ricardo Energy and 
Environment. 

Shortlisted entries

Edina - Kerry Taste and Nutrition

Kerry Taste and Nutrition’s new 1.2MWe CHP plant reduces energy 
costs and carbon emissions and maintains resilience on site. Waste 
that otherwise would be sent to landfill is now converted into 
energy via anaerobic digestion; heat recovered from the CHP is 
used to heat the feed water supply to the site’s boiler, displacing 
1260 tonnes of coal per annum. 

GridBeyond – Eurac Poole Ltd 

GridBeyond Point is the intelligent energy platform that manages 
the world’s first hybrid battery and demand network. This 
technology is applied at Eurac’s vehicle component manufacturing 
site in Poole, delivering greater energy flexibility, sustainability 
and profitability. By partnering with GridBeyond and using these 
pioneering solutions, Eurac is driving change in the energy market 
towards decarbonisation, digitalisation and decentralisation of the 
grid.



Domestic Award 

This Award celebrates projects in the domestic sector including 
those with a fuel poverty focus.

The Domestic Award is sponsored by Heat Trust. 

Shortlisted entries

Data Energy

An ESCO-Lite approach has been developed in the last year to 
improve standards in existing and new residential developments; 
the majority are managed by property managers across the 
UK. The solution includes remote facility/energy management, 
handover eligibility checks and fair treatment of residents. The 
solution delivers financial, environmental and social benefits across 
the vertical integration of buildings.

London Borough of Enfield, Energetik, ENGIE and Kensa 
Contracting – Heat Pumps and Heat Networks

The Enfield District Ground Source System is a low-carbon 
renewable energy scheme involving the retrofit of ground source 
heat pumps into 400 flats in eight tower blocks, all in under one 
year whilst the flats remained inhabited. The scheme demonstrates 
how this system can be deployed rapidly and at large scale, 
representing a blueprint for lower-carbon future of heating in tower 
blocks.

ENGIE - VCharge

VCharge Dynamo technology provides better comfort control and 
reduced energy bills for customers. This innovative technology 
allows the opportunity for Demand Side Response and Grid 
Balancing services as well as new green and innovative tariffs and 
can be easily retrofitted to existing domestic electrical installations 
and directly mounted onto storage heaters.

FairHeat – The Guinness Partnership 

A unique partnership between FairHeat and The Guinness 
Partnership has led to the creation of an efficient, low-temperature, 
low cost heat network that is setting the benchmark for the 
industry. The Quayside development in Totnes is demonstrating 
the true potential of heat networks, delivering low cost and reliable 
heat, while also demonstrating the role of heat networks in carbon 
reduction. 



Commercial Award

The Commercial Award recognises projects in the commercial 
sector. Projects need to demonstrate the value to the energy user 
and how cost, carbon or energy reliability were improved. 

The Commercial Award is sponsored by Flex Assure. 

Shortlisted entries

Centrica Business Solutions – Alton Towers

Alton Towers Resort is more than a theme park. The 550-acre 
site includes four hotels, a conference centre and Europe’s largest 
waterpark. Centrica Business Solutions provided a consolidated 
package, acting as manufacturer, installer and service provider. 
CHP, energy efficiency and improved energy management have 
helped to reduce carbon emissions by 12%.

Edina - Mogden Sewage Treatment Works

Mogden sewage treatment works’ latest CHP significantly improves 
plant serviceability and increases power generation by 47%, whilst 
reducing carbon emissions. In addition, the CHP plant significantly 
reduces noise pollution and helps meet the demands of London’s 
growing population - treating 50% more sewage, whilst meeting 
the Environmental Agencies effluent quality standards.

Open Energi, Pivot Power and Downing LLP – Emirates Stadium

Open Energi is automating the trading and optimisation of a 
battery storage system installed at Arsenal by Pivot Power with 
funding from Downing LLP. The 2MW/2.5MWh system, one of the 
largest at any sports ground and the first at a UK football club, will 
store enough energy to run Emirates Stadium and both cut costs 
and earn money, while supporting a low-carbon grid.

Transport for London and E.ON REFIT - Palestra 

Palestra is home to Transport for London; it is a complex 
building with significant energy needs to support the people and 
technology which help keep London moving. Ensuring the site 
remained operational during its energy refurbishment was vital.  
The project has improved energy and carbon efficiency by over 
20% and is delivering savings in excess of £500,000 per annum.

Veolia – The Babraham Institute

In 2017, Veolia CHP UK was appointed Principle Contractor for 
the energy management project at The Babraham Institute, the 
UK’s leading bioscience enterprise centre. The project consisted 
of replacing two 500kWe CHP units with a single high efficiency 
1MWe CHP unit, addition of an absorption chiller and development 
of a unique approach to LTHW and chilled water distribution on 
site.

Veolia – John Innes Centre

John Innes Centre required a flexible solution that allowed for the 
steady conversion from Medium Temperature to Low Temperature 
Hot Water over the coming years. Veolia delivered 3 MWe of CHP 
in a way that allows for future expansion and development whilst 
meeting the complex needs of this plant science, genetics and 
microbiology research centre. The project has saved £750,000 in 
the first year of operation alone.



Cities and Communities 
Award

This category recognises energy projects at a municipality, city 
or community level, including projects with universities, the NHS 
and wider public sector. Projects may be urban or rural but should 
place emphasis on initiatives that have provided these benefits to a 
range of energy users.

The Cities and Communities Award is sponsored by  
Squire Patton Boggs. 

Shortlisted entries

Centrica Business Solutions – Wirral University Teaching Hospital

Wirral University Teaching Hospital NHS Foundation Trust has 
appointed CHP specialist Centrica Business Solutions to modernise 
its energy infrastructure in a £6.3 million green makeover of Arrowe 
Park and Clatterbridge Hospitals. Through the installation of natural 
gas CHPs, lighting, pumps, chillers, a boiler plant and water saving 
measures, the hospitals will save more than £1.2m per year.

Edina – University of Hertfordshire

Edina’s 1.2MWe combined heat and power plant at the University 
of Hertfordshire is part of a wider initiative to reduce energy costs, 
carbon emissions and maintain security of power at site. The 
University’s energy centre includes a district heating scheme, CHP 
power plant and has been awarded BREEAM accreditation for its 
sustainable credentials. 

ENGIE – Coventry District Energy Expansion 

Engie’s subsidiary Coventry District Energy Company recently 
completed a major extension to the low carbon network through 
the heart of the City of Coventry. This extension provides heating 
and cooling to new council offices at Friargate, heat to a new 
Water Park and a connection to a student development. 

RWE Markinch Ltd – Glenrothes Energy Network

Glenrothes Energy Network (GEN) is a new-build district heating 
network which is now delivering low carbon heat from RWE’s 
Markinch biomass combined heat and power (CHP) plant to a 
range of buildings in Glenrothes town centre. The project was a 
product of successful partnership and joint working by RWE, Fife 
Council and Scottish Government.

Vital Energi – Imperial College London

Imperial College recently underwent a significant upgrade to its 
energy generation system with a new 9MW CHP subterranean 
energy centre. With over 25,000 students and staff, as well as 
specialist labs and equipment the new solution guarantees savings 
of £26m+ over the next 10 years and will provide a secure supply of 
power, heat and hot water.



Innovation Award 

This Award recognises innovative projects and approaches that 
demonstrate a significant technological, commercial or financial 
advance. The innovation may apply technology, infrastructure, 
systems and controls, or underpinning physical, commercial or 
financial applications.

The Innovation Award is sponsored by Switch2. 

Shortlisted entries

Comsof 

Comsof Heat is a GIS (Geographical Information 
System) based automated planning and design 
software package for district heating networks. This tool 
makes it easy to build a solid business case and speeds 
up the planning process. It uses intelligent algorithms 
for automated clustering of connection points and 
automated routing of the district heating network. 

Fairheat – Acceptance testing for heat networks

Previously, poor commissioning meant that many heat 
networks were not performing as designed. FairHeat 
developed an approach to acceptance testing that 
has had such an impact that it is now recognised as a 
requirement in the updated ADE/CIBSE Heat Network 
Code of Practice. It delivers high performing heat 
networks that are fulfilling the sector’s potential to 
deliver low cost, low carbon heat for residents.

Flexitricity - Flexitricity+ Energy Supply

Flexitricity pioneered the DSR industry in the UK over 
a decade ago and last year made history once again 
by bringing the first DSR customer (Gateshead District 
Heating Scheme) into the Balancing Mechanism. 
Working closely with customers such as Gateshead 
Energy Company helps them to  generate revenues 
which can transform outcomes for their users and 
customers – ranging from tackling fuel poverty to 
business growth and regeneration.

Nottingham City Council and Enviroenergy – Drone 
inspections for heat networks

Nottingham City Council and Enviroenergy have 
brought drone inspections to heat networks, in a UK 
first. This innovative approach to network management 
enables their entire 90km network to be surveyed in 
just one and a half nights. Leaks, insulation damage 
and faulty components can be identified and built 
into maintenance schedules. This reduces costs and 
ultimately delivers cheaper energy to their customers.

Secure Meters - Beanbag –  
smart thermostats for social landlords

Beanbag is a smart thermostat targeted at social 
housing landlords and residents. Using smart 
technology, it provides energy savings for tenants, 
whilst at the same time providing valuable information 
for the landlord. This information will highlight 
properties with poor insulation or inefficient boilers and 
those households who may be at risk of fuel poverty. 
Targeted maintenance functionality also optimises both 
preventative and reactive maintenance.

Secure Meters - Liberty Connect 100

Liberty Connect 100 is a device that takes advantage 
of the SMETS1 platform deployed for Smart Metering, 
a robust and scalable platform.  It is designed to keep 
residents in touch with their energy usage and costs 
and give them control and visibility of both elements. 
It provides residents and landlords with much greater 
flexibility through the use of open protocols.

Veolia – Snowglobe UK

This project was delivered by SnowGlobe UK, a Veolia 
subsidiary developing a range of innovative behind-
the-meter solutions for commercial and industrial 
customers: smart energy storage, power generation 
prediction and flexibility services through a 4.4TWh 
virtual portfolio. A forefront battery technology 
solution has also been tested at Ellesmere Port High 
Temperature Incinerator generating great cost savings 
and carbon footprint reduction.

Social Energy

Social Energy is a vertically integrated, renewable 
energy supply, energy storage and energy trading 
network. Artificial intelligence software connects 
customers’ solar power to approved residential storage 
products, creating a virtual residential powerplant. 
Energy is stored for use at off peak times and any 
excess traded; giving customers the opportunity to 
access up to 70% savings delivered through their 
energy bill.



Research and Consultancy 
Award

This Award recognises research and consultancy in the 
decentralised energy sector and includes activities such as 
strategic planning and advice. Emphasis needs to be placed on the 
impact the research or consultancy made and the ways in which it 
helped to move the sector forwards.

The Research and Consultancy Award is sponsored by ACE 
Research. 

Shortlisted entries

ENGIE – Southampton Geothermal Heating Company

The Southampton scheme is one of the most successful city-wide, 
district energy schemes.  Over the last 30 years it has consistently 
delivered carbon savings and is continually looking at advances in 
technology and solutions to provide cost-effective, commercially 
viable energy. Bringing the gas procurement risk strategy in-house 
delivered considerable savings in the operational cost of the 
scheme and the cost of energy to consumers.

ENGIE – Tyseley 

How can core cities such as Birmingham, transition to zero-
carbon, create jobs and tackle fuel poverty? In collaboration with 
Co-gen, University of Birmingham and the Tyesley Energy Park, 
ENGIE is exploring how its existing DHC scheme can form an 
integrated local energy system providing zero-carbon energy to 
users of heat, power and transport; and be the driver for city-scale 
transformation.

HermeticaBlack

SEEIT is the first UK-listed investment fund to invest exclusively 
in the energy efficiency sector. The initial £100m IPO has been 
followed by a further £72m fundraise to support projects delivering 
lower cost, cleaner and more reliable energy solutions to end users. 
HermeticaBlack provides development and asset management 
support to ensure that projects are successfully designed, funded, 
built and operated.



Young Professional Award  

This award is an opportunity for us to celebrate rising stars in our 
sector.  The judges will be looking for a young professional with 
vision and drive, who is already having an impact in their field.

This Award is sponsored by Centrica Business Solutions. 

Shortlisted entries

Chris Forster

Chris is currently Communal Heating Manager at L&Q Energy 
and was previously a Senior Energy Specialist in the Heat 
Networks Team at Hodkinson Consultancy. He has combined his 
professional development with studying part-time whilst working 
and developing a dissertation thesis on the cost barriers to the 
electrification of heat. 

Emily Lister

Emily is a Business Development Manager in ENGIE Urban Energy; 
tasked with growing its district heating and cooling business, 
particularly within the residential sector. Although at an early stage 
in her career, Emily’s combination of strong interpersonal skills, 
enthusiasm and adaptability have enabled her to develop and 
deliver market leading projects. Emily is also a STEM Ambassador.

Francesca Edmonds

Francesca Edmonds, Programme Manager at sustainability-focused 
Salix Finance, supported the Heat Networks Pilot Programme, 
delivered by Salix Finance and funded by the Department for 
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, to increase the number of 
heat networks being built and, therefore, to increase decentralised 
energy distribution.

Isabella Gaupmann

Isabella Gaupmann is a Project Development Manager at CoGen 
Limited, a company using gasification technology to deliver waste 
and energy solutions. She has been instrumental in the financial 
closure process of Hooton (the first merchant waste/merchant 
power gasification project in the UK) in 2018. She has successfully 
implemented complex and innovative projects ranging from 
community energy solar PV to environmental programmes in 
global food manufacturing.

Mike Ridge

An emerging leader in the heat network sector with a passion 
for sustainability, as Principal Engineer at FairHeat, Mike Ridge 
is leading a team that is delivering high performing, efficient 
heat networks in new build developments that are setting new 
standards in the industry. A Chartered Engineer, he is widely 
recognised as an active voice in the industry.


